[Fulminant pneumococcal sepsis in two splenectomized patients].
Two 41-year-old women, who had previously been splenectomized, were admitted to the intensive-care unit due to fulminant sepsis. On admission, petechiae and ecchymoses characterised the clinical presentation of both patients. Laboratory tests revealed the presence of renal insufficiency and thrombocytopenia with disseminated intravascular coagulation. Streptococcus pneumoniae with serotypes (24 and 38) not included in the current polyvalent pneumococcal vaccine were found in blood cultures from both patients. One patient died as a result of a refractory septic shock. The other patient, who had never been vaccinated with the polyvalent pneumococcal vaccine, survived the sepsis. The clinical course of a fulminant Streptococcus pneumoniae sepsis in both asplenic patients underlines the importance of vaccination. It is also important to educate the patient about seeking immediate medical help if an infection is suspected on the basis of these symptoms. Vaccination does not provide complete protection.